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In an era of rapid globalization, urbanization, and technological innovation, the preservation and 

management of cultural heritage face both new challenges and unprecedented opportunities. From the 

effects of mass tourism to the integration of digital technologies and the impact of climate change, cultural 

heritage professionals must navigate a complex and evolving landscape. Against this backdrop, the role of 

educational institutions in fostering interdisciplinary research, capacity-building, and international 

collaboration has never been more critical. 

The UNESCO Chair at Korea National University of Heritage (KNUH, renamed from Korea National 

University of Cultural Heritage in May 2024) stands at the forefront of these efforts. Established in 2017, the 

UNESCO Chair "Capacity Building for the Preservation and Restoration of Asia-Pacific Cultural Heritage" 

aims to become a hub for global collaboration, bringing together scholars, practitioners, policymakers, and 

artisans and craftsmen from across the world in order to foster a comprehensive system of research, 

training, and documentation aimed at enhancing the preservation and restoration of cultural heritage in 

Asia-Pacific region. By promoting knowledge exchange and capacity-building, the Chair endeavors to 

spread the humanistic values of UNESCO through teaching activities and seeks to address the diverse 

challenges that confront cultural heritage professionals at present. 

The early efforts of the UNESCO Chair "Capacity Building for the Preservation and Restoration of Asia

Pacific Cultural Heritage" were directed toward capacity-building programs in the Asia-Pacific region, 

beginning with training initiatives for Cambodian heritage professionals. These programs were designed to 

address gaps in expertise and provide hands-on training in the preservation of traditional materials and 

technologies. Between 2018 and 2019, the Chair conducted field surveys across the region, focusing on 

traditional materials such as gold leaf, glue, and textiles, as well as traditional manufacturing techniques 

from Uzbekistan, Vietnam, and Cambodia. These surveys provided invaluable insights into the 

conservation practices of different cultures, while also documenting techniques that might otherwise have 

been lost. 

Researches in 2023: Advancing Global Research and Collaboration in Cultural Heritage 

Cultural heritage serves as a fundamental aspect of national identity and collective memory, intertwining 

the pastwith the present, while laying the groundwork forfutu re generations. In addition to 
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on-the-ground efforts of the UN ESCO Chair "Ca pa city Building for the Preservation and Restoration of Asia

Pacific Cultural Heritage", the Chair has taken an important role in fostering academic dialogue and 

sharing research findings through international forums and publications. 

Each year, the Chair convenes experts from around the world to discuss the latest developments in 

cultural heritage preservation. These forums not only serve as platforms for knowledge exchange but also 

provide opportunities for emerging scholars and practitioners to contribute to the global discourse on 

heritage management. However, like many institutions, the UNESCO Chair at KNUH faced significant 

challenges in 2020 due to the global COVID-19 pandemic. With travel restrictions in place and in-person 

collaboration limited, the Chair adapted by shifting its focus toward on line research, digital collaboration, 

and virtual training. This pivot highlighted the critical importance of interdisciplinary heritage studies of 

preservation and restoration of Asia-Pacific cultural heritage in international researchers' perspective. It 

also underscored the need for new approaches to heritage education that incorporate on line platforms, 

makingthe field more accessible to a global audience. 

In this regard, UNESCO Chair "Capacity Building for the Preservation and Restoration of Asia-Pacific 

Cultural Heritage" tried to expand research areas inviting researchers from higher education institutions in 

various continents. Especially, in addition to research focused on the materials and techniques analyzed 

from the perspective of researchers or institutions located in the country or region to which the heritage 

belongs,we have also invited researchers from various backgrounds and areas of expertise. 

Exploring the Multifaceted Dimensions of Cultural Heritage and Urban Development 

Recognizing that cultural heritage preservation is a global concern, the Chair has built a strong network of 

partners in Korea, the Asia-Pacific region, and beyond. This collaborative approach enables the Chair to 

address pressing issues in cultural heritagemanagement, such as the conservation of traditional materials, 

the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage, and the integration of modern technologies in heritage 

practices. From its inception, a key focus of the UNESCO Chair at KNUH in 2023 is its emphasis on 

interdisciplinary and cross-regional research. And it has aimed to elevate the standards of heritage 

preservation and provide practical solutions to real-world challenges, particularly in regions with 

vulnerable or under-researched heritage sites. 

As we navigate an era of rapid globalization and technological advancement, the notion of cultural 

heritage is transforming, shaped by urbanization, digital innovations, and evolving societal values. This 

special collection of studies explores how cultural heritage is perceived, preserved, and engaged with 

across different contexts. From the historical uses of red sandalwood in East Asia to the integration of 

digital technologies in creative city development, these papers shed light on both the traditional and 

contemporary dimensions of heritage. 



1. New Perspectives on Red Sandalwood (jadan) in East Asia 

Thefirststudyinvestigates the cultural and historical significance of red sandalwood, commonly known as 

''jadan," in East Asia. Renowned for its unique color and scent,jadan has been used for incense, medicine, 

and crafts across China, Korea, and Japan. 

Red sandalwood plays a prominent role in East Asian heritage studies. In India, it is considered one of the 

most important trees in forestry, with extensive research already conducted on its significance. According 

to Arunkumar et al. (2016), sandalwood has been an essential part of Indian culture and heritage for 

centuries. It is one of the most valued timbers in Asia and has been prized by numerous nations for over 

2,000 years due to its distinctive natural properties. However, due to illegal logging and over-exploitation, 

red sandalwood is now classified as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List (Sandeep & Manohara, 2022). In 

addition to its material and theoretical importance in cultural heritage, some studies have linked red 

sandalwood to modern medical tourism in India (Vellore & Vudhayaraju, 2020). In Korea, red sandalwood 

was particularly significantduring the Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392). It was used in various contexts, including 

receiving foreign envoys, royal ceremonies, rituals, Buddhist practices, and even popular cultural 

expressions. The material was associated with both aristocratic and popular tastes, reflecting a blend of 

openness and refinement (Soonhyung Kwon, 2013). 

This research in the UNESCO Chair 2023 explores how jadan was understood and applied in different 

regions, highlighting its use in Chinese crafts and its symbolic significance in Korea, where it was often 

confused with juniper due to similarities in scent and color. By calling for further research into craft relics 

and species analysis, this study lays the foundation for a deeper understanding of jadaris cultural and 

material importance across EastAsia. 

2. Building a Frameworkfor Cultural Heritage Education:A UNESCO Chair at KNUH 

Article 2 of the agreement defines the purpose of the Chair on "Capacity Building for the Conservation and 

Restoration of Cultural Heritage in Asia and the Pacific" as "promoting an integrated system of research, 

training, information, and documentation for capacity building in the conservation and restoration of 

cultural heritage." Additionally, one of its specific objectives is "organizing domestic and international 

training workshops on traditional materials and techniques used for the conservation and restoration of 

cultural heritage in the Asia-Pacific region." 

This paper presents a proposal for a non-degree certificate course in cultural heritage education program 

at KNUH, aimed at bridging the gap in executive-level heritage education. The proposed course is designed 

to meet the needs of professionals interested in Korean culture and heritage, offering a blended 

online/offline model that provides certificates and access to alumni networks. By addressing the growing 

global demand for heritage expertise, this study contributes to the development of a responsive and 

innovative educational framework. 
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3. The Intersection of Digital Technology and Cultural Heritage in Creative City Development 

Digital heritage is one of the promising fields that Korea National University of Heritage values and specializes 

in for education and research. The UNESCO Chair 'Capacity Building for the Preservation and Restoration of 

Asia-Pacific Cultural Heritage' has already supported researches in the field of digital heritage. Last year, under 

the UNESCO Chair program, two research studies on this subject were conducted. 

One study focused on the possibility of creating 3D virtual content for tangible and intangible heritage, 

exploring historical facts related to the cultural exchange of the Joseon Tongsinsa, which had previously been 

limited to academic research, under the theme of 'A Study on the Topic Discovery to produce Tangible and 

Intangible Virtual Content of the Joseon Tongsinsa' (Jeongmin Yu et al., 2022). The other study focused on the 

development of an educational program for heritage data management and utilization for heritage 

managers, under the theme of'Development of a Training Program on Heritage Data Management and Use 

for Heritage Management,' based on the characteristics of heritage data, in response to the need for new 

methods of preserving, managing, utilizing, and improving access to heritage data, particularly in cultural 

heritage institutions such as museums (Jongwook Lee et al., 2022)." This year, the focus of the digital heritage 

field in the UNESCO Chair research has shifted to the World Heritage site ofGeorge Town, Malaysia. This study 

explores the role of digital technologies-such as Al, AR, VR, and blockchain-in heritage preservation and 

creative city development, with a focus on George Town, Malaysia. The research examines the readiness of 

local communities and stakeholders to embrace these technologies, emphasizing the need for their 

integration into conservation management. The findings contribute to shaping policies for heritage 

preservation in George Town and other historic cities acrossAsia. 

4. Understanding the Dissonant Heritage of International Concessions in Tianjin 

This year, the first phase of a special thematic study was conducted as part of the UNESCO Chair Program. 

Focusing on the former foreign concession areas ofTianjin, China, a heritage-focused tourism research team 

from University of Paris 1 Pantheon-Sorbonne presented three intriguing research topics related to the 

processes of heritage dissonance, hybridity, and the creation of heritage in a modern context. 

Tianjin began to grow as a political and military hinterland for Beijing in the 15th century, evolving into a port

centered economic city. However, after China's defeat in the Opium War of 1840, the city came into conflict 

with Western imperialist powers and, as China descended into a semi-colonial and semi-feudal state, Tianjin 

was divided into concessions occupied by nine foreign powers. Today, Tianjin boasts a historical landscape 

where ancient and modern, Eastern and Western cultures coexist. In Korea, research has been conducted on 

Tianjin's historical landscape as a cultural tourism resource, focusing on the preservation and restoration 

processes of the city's historical memory through patriotic education initiatives. 



These exhibitions aim to contribute to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and the realization of the 

"Chinese Dream" (II Whan Oh,2020). 

The first part of the thematic researches on Tianjin delves into the dissonant heritage of Tianjin's 

international concessions, a legacy of colonialism that remains contentious in Chinese memory. Through 

an analysis of museum narratives, the study uncovers three key perspectives: concessions as symbols of 

modernity, as foreign enclaves disconnected from contemporary Chinese life, and as a source of patriotic 

reflection. This nuanced exploration of nostalgia and patriotism contributes to the broader discourse on 

how contested histories are presented in modern museum contexts. 

5. Concession Parks in Tianjin: A Hybrid Cultural Heritage 

The second research subject regarding the former foreign concession areas of Tianjin is parks. Historical 

spaces serve as sites for conveying historical facts, though often through formalized traditional techniques 

and sometimes inaccurately planned spaces (Lee Kyung-Jin and Kim Joong-Jae, 2014). The application of 

heritage narratives in the spatial composition of these areas plays an important role. In Korea, following the 

revision of the Urban Parks Act in 2005, historical parks began to emerge, not only preserving historical 

heritage but also providing spaces for urban residents to relax and receive education (Gil et al., 2016). 

According to the regulations concerning historical parks, such spaces must simultaneously satisfy both the 

preservation and utilization of historical sites. These parks may incorporate history-related facilities, plazas, 

rest areas, recreational spaces, educational and cultural spaces, and convenience facilities. Parks thus 

function as complex spaces where spatial planning, the conveyance of historical facts, and modern lifestyles 

intersect. In the context of rapid economic growth and accelerated urban expansion, it is especially vital to 

gain a comprehensive understanding of the history and distinct attributes of the original concession parks. 

This insight will aid in more effectively safeguarding these sites, addressing the demands of contemporary 

urban living, and amplifying the city's unique characteristics. The Focusing on Tianjin's concession parks, 

the second thematic study investigates the historical evolution of these culturally hybrid spaces, shaped by 

both Western and Chinese influences. The paper examines the parks' creation, development, and modern

day significance, highlighting the importance of preserving these unique landscapes in the face of rapid 

urbanization. The study calls for a deeper appreciation of concession parks as vital elements of Tianjin's 

cultural heritage, essential for both historical preservation and urban renewal. 

6. The Rise of Wanghong Urbanism and Its Impact on Heritage in China 

From the Industrial Revolution onward, a period that triggered the swift urbanization of Western Europe, 

mass tourism has generated built environments that both engage with and, at times, challenge their 

relationship to the "real" world (Gravari-Barbaset al., 2019). 
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vi This compelling third thematic research on Tianjin examined the emergence of Chinese 

internet influencers, known as 'Wanghong,' and their influence on the formation and 

reinterpretation of heritage narratives, using the British concession area of Wudadao in Tianjin 

as a case study. 

In recent years, Wanghong (Internet-popular) urbanism has transformed the way heritage sites are 

promoted and consumed, particularly in Tianjin's Wudadao district. This study explores how digital 

platforms and aestheticized online representations have turned heritage into a commodity, raising 

important questions about authenticity and the commercialization of culture. By examining the 

mechanisms behind this phenomenon, the study contributes to a broader understanding of the digital 

age's impact on cultural heritage. 

Local entrepreneurs have adopted Wanghong imagery to market heritage sites and stimulate economic 

growth. This research examines how these images function as symbolic tools in shaping Wanghong 

spaces that revolve around heritage sites of cultural and historical importance. The study emphasizes the 

emergence of a new aesthetic community producing "simulacrum" images online, merging them with 

the actual heritage sites, particularly within post-colonial contexts. It also explores how the Wanghong 

phenomenon not only enhances heritage promotion but actively participates in its creation, reshaping 

the dynamics between local residents and tourism professionals. This research examines the practice of 

creating "simulacrum" images on line and utilizes Wanghong not only asa tool to promote heritage sites 

but also as a new catalyst for heritage creation, reshaping the relationship between local residents and 

tourism professionals in the process. 

7. Exploring Alternative Forms of Resistance in Heritage Protection 

The final paper sketches the research on the relationship between resistance and heritage, focusing on 

non-violent forms of opposition to conventional heritage protection practices in Southeast Asian 

borderlands. It examines how communities use alternative strategies, such as temporary stewardship, to 

protect living and religious heritage values. The study raises critical questions about whether resisting 

formal heritage protection, as framed by international laws, can sometimes be necessary to safeguard 

cultural heritage. 

Conclusion: Expandingthe Horizons of Cultural Heritage Research 

Together, these seven papers provide a comprehensive exploration of the evolving relationships 

between cultural heritage, urban development, and digital innovation. By examining diverse aspects of 

heritage-from traditional materials and educational frameworks to the role of digital technologies and 

alternative forms of resistance-this collection contributes to a richer understanding of how heritage can 

be preserved, adapted,and engaged within the contemporary world. 



The UNESCO Chair at KNUH continues to play a pivotal role in fostering international collaboration, vii 

advancing research, and addressing the challenges of cultural heritage preservation in the 21st century. By 

fostering interdisciplinary research, building international partnerships, and adapting to the challenges of a 

rapidly changing world, the Chair continues to play a vital role in shaping the future of heritage management. 

Whetherthrough its focus on traditional materials, its exploration of digital technologies, or its commitment to 

social inclusion, the Chair remains dedicated to advancing the field of cultural heritage preservation for future 

generations. Through ongoing academic exchanges, technical discussions, and practical initiatives, the Chair 

remains committed to shaping the future of heritage conservation on a global scale. 
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Abstract 

Korea National University of Heritage - Research teams 

The Significance and Uses of Red Sandalwood 
(Pterocarpus santalinus, Jadan, ~*~) 
in the East Asian Tradition 

Suk Shin* Prof., Dept. of Intangible Cultural Heritage, KNUH* 
Sum in Ha Ph.D. student, Intangible Cultural Heritage, Dept. of Convergence Cultural Heritage, KNUH 
Eunseo Oh Graduate student, Intangible Cultural Heritage, Dept. of Convergence Cultural Heritage, KNUH 
Youjin Lee Graduate student, Intangible Cultural Heritage, Dept. of Convergence Cultural Heritage, KNUH 

In traditional society, red sandalwood (hereinafter referred to as "jadan"), with its 
unique color and scent, was used to make incense, medicine, and craft products. 
Jadan is an evergreen deciduous tree found in Southern India, Sri Lanka, and 
Indonesia that has been an important trade item since antiquity. Records of jadan's 
use as incense, a medicinal herb, and craft material are found in a wide range of 
literature, and the name "jadan" is presumed to have served as an umbrella term 
for trees with similar characteristics rather than referring to a specific tree. 

It is believed that jadan was understood in a broad sense in East Asia, as referring 
to various tree species that shared many characteristics. In this context, this study 
aims to examine different country-specific perceptions and uses of jadan through a 
review of royal records, history books, medical books, and craft relics. Moreover, it 
compiles and analyzes the cases of jadan's use as a material. Going a step further, 
this study seeks to ascertain the cultural meaning of jadan in traditional East Asian 
societies. 

There are two reasons why juniper was recognized as jadan. First, juniper might 
have been mistaken for jadan due to their similar scent and color. Another reason 
is related to the fact that jadan, as a high-quality material, served as a symbol of 
high status and wealth. Since jadan was not native to the Korean Peninsula, it was 
perceived as a highly precious material; the name "jadan" was then further applied 
to junipers. 
In China, jadan was mainly used in crafts, and there were few cases in which jadan 
was used as ceremonial incense. By contrast, agarwood, which was preferred as 
ceremonial incense, was hardly used as a craft material. Thus, China chose jadan as 
a craft material, leveraging its color, hardness, scent, and high weight. A variety of 
craft relics can be found, ranging from everyday items such as furniture, musical 
instruments, chests, and pencil cases to religious items such as ruyis. jadan was 
also used as a decorative material, and there were many cases in which jadan was 
decorated with Mokhwagibeop. Mokhwa crafts using jadan were rare items used by 
the imperial family. 

Korea, China, and Japan perceived jadan (i.e., plum-colored sandalwood-juniper) 
differently. Although these countries referred to different species of jadan, they 
shared some characteristics, such as being redder than common trees and 
pleasantly scented. In addition to their different perceptions, these countries used 
jadan in different ways, tailoring the uses to their specific circumstances, such as 
the procurement of jadan (domestic supply vs. import). Unlike China and Japan, 
there are few instances in Korea that confirm the popularity of jadan crafts in 
ancient societies. However, it is important to note that different perceptions and 
definitions of jadan were applied to reflect the requirements of the specific era and 
region. Further research endeavors and expanded applications of species analysis 
to craft relics will help identify avenues of research leading to keener insights into 
the past uses of jadan. This research is significant in exploring the various tree 
species that different countries called "jadan" and its country-specific uses, laying 
a solid foundation for future studies. 
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1. Introduction 
In traditional society, red sandalwood (hereinafter referred to as "jadan"), with its 

unique color and scent, was used to make incense, medicine, and craft products. 

Jadan is an evergreen deciduous tree found in Southern India, Sri Lanka, and 

Indonesia that has been an important trade item since antiquity. There are records of 

jadan's use as incense, medicinal herb, and craft material in a wide range of literature 

1, and the name "jadan" is presumed to have served as an umbrella term for trees with 

similar characteristics, rather than referring to a specific tree. In the sandalwood (ti~) 

section of his lmwonkyungjeji (;1<*~*~~$), Yugu Seo described jadan as a kind of 

cedar or fir with a plum-colored wood grain. At the time, jadan referred to various 

types of reddish-colored trees, and therefore, its definition was elusive. For this reason, 

early scholarly and research attention was devoted to its name and to the range of tree 

species to which it referred. 

Previous studies of jadan include "Lexical History of Some 'Tree' Names - About'~ 

n~q¥' (Juniper tree), '~~:;i.:Hq¥' (Stinkbug tree), '~~OI' (Ivy), and 'c.?:Jq¥' 

(Kalopanax) -" by Cho Hangbum 2, "A Study of the Korean Meanings of Chinese 

Characters Related to the Names of Trees" by Yeo Chanyeong 3, and "An Investigation 

of Problems in the Local Names of Myrtus communis," "An Investigation of Local 

Naming Issue of Phoenix dactylifera," and "An Investigation of Local Naming Issue of 

Tamarix aphylla" by Kim Yeongsook 4. To cultivate a deeper understanding of jadan, w-

1 As Jadan was used as incense and a medicinal herb, it appears in various medical books, such as A Precious 

Mirror of Eastern Medicine, Secret Works of Universal Benefit, and Bonchogangmok. The oldest record of Jadan 

being used to make craft products can be found in Samguksagi, and numerous examples illustrating its uses by the 

royal family are recorded in The Veritable Records of the Joseon Dynasty and Seungjeongwon ifgi. 

2 Cho Hangbum, "Lexical history of Some 'Tree' Names - About '.'r:.{!--9-Lf-'i'-' (Juniper tree), '.'r:.~J.:HLf-'i'-'(Stinkbug 

tree), 'Et~0l'(lvy), and '\?:JLf-'i'-' (Kalopanax) -," Korean Historical Linguistics 31, The Society of Korean Historical 

Linguistics, 2020. 

3 Yeo Chanyeong, "A Study of the Korean Meanings of Chinese Characters related to the Name of Tree," 

EOMUNHAK-The Korean Language and Literature 74, Korean literature meeting, 2001. 

4 Kim Youngsook, "An Investigation of the Problem in the Local Names of Myrtus communis," Journal of Korean 

Institute of Traditional Landscape Architecture 35-2, Korean Institute of Traditional Landscape Architecture, 2017; 

"An Investigation of Local Naming Issue of Phoenix dactylifera," Journal of Korean Institute of Traditional 

Landscape Architecture 36-1, Korean Institute of Traditional Landscape Architecture, 2018; "An Investigation of 

Local Naming Issue of Tamarix aphylla," Journal of Korean Institute of Traditional Landscape Architecture 37-1, 

Korean Institute of Traditional Landscape Architecture, 2019. 



hich appears in Korea's ancient literature, Kong Kwangsung delved into jadan and 

baekdan (white sandalwood)5. Additionally, some research focused on jadan as a 

material for mounting 6. Nevertheless, scant research attention has been paid to how 

the understanding of jadan has evolved in terms of its general properties, potential as 

a craft material, and multiple applications. 

It is believed that jadan was understood in a broad sense in East Asia, referring to 

various tree species that shared many characteristics. In this context, this study aims to 

examine different country-specific perceptions and uses of jadan through a review of 

royal records, history books, medical books, and craft relics. Moreover, it compiles and 

analyzes the cases in which jadan was used as a material. Going a step further, this 

study seeks to ascertain the cultural meaning of jadan in traditional East Asian 

societies. 

2. Perceptions of Red Sandalwood and Wood 
Characteristics 

Most jadan-related records can be traced back to the Joseon Dynasty. In Joseon, 

jadan was a juniper tree native to Korea. Sejong Sillok Jiriji (t!t~Jl'.~tiiH.~$), in the 

Annal of King Sejong recorded jadan as a medicinal herb and local product of the 

Gangwon, Gyeonggi, and Chungcheong regions. jadan also appears in Seungjeongwon 

ilgi (7t<il&~ic;E3~c), the Journal of the Royal secreatarial as incense and a medicinal herb, 

and that from Gangwon was considered the best. These types of records consistently 

appear in royal records throughout the Joseon Dynasty, implying that Joseon people 

made incense from jadan that was native to Korea. 

Joseon scholars in the 18th century became aware of the differences between 

Joseon's jadan and Chinese jadan. Scholars such as Deokmoo Lee, Yugu Seo, and 

Kyukyung Lee studied Joseon's jadan based on the Qing's "Myeongmulhak" (i'Sto/.1~) 

and "Documental Archaeology." In his book Chungjangkwanjeonseo (~Hffi~~), 

Deokmoo Lee defined jadan by referring to jadan-related information contained in 

Danyeonrok (f}ffi~) by the Chinese writer Yang Shen (ti'll). He defined jadan as 

follows: jadan is produced in Gyoji (3'c~J.I:.). It is hard, and the freshly cut tree is red in 

color, generating natural red dyes when dipped in water. Artists used Danja (ti"T) as p-

5 Kong Kwangsung, "The Study of the Classic Plant, Red Sandal Wood (~ti) and White Sandal Wood (at.I)," 

Korean studies 32, Korean Studies Institute, 2017. 

6 Jang Yeonhui, "Study of Wooden Chukmok and Chukdu Used for East Asian Mounting," Conservation science in 

museum 19, National Museum of Korea, 2018. 
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aint, which was also called Yeondan (mH:I) or jadan in the secular world. 7 Based on 

this, Deokmoo Lee defined jadan as Samok (ff*, Sappan Lignum). Another name for 

Samok was Danmok(1:I*), but commoners called it Danmok(A-*) due to 

homophone-related confusion. Additionally, it was considered different from the jadan 

that belongs to the genus Juniperus. Samok refers to an evergreen tree belonging to 

the legume family, and Danmok often refers to a tree with red flesh. Deokmoo Lee, 

believing that people mistook jadan for Danmok (or Samok) due to the similarity 

between the tree color and the word dan (red, vermilion), defined Samok as a tree 

different from jadan belonging to the genus Juniperus.8 Samok refers to an evergreen 

tree belonging to the legume family, and Danmok often refers to a tree with red flesh. 

Deokmoo Lee, believing that people mistook jadan for Danmok (or Samok) due to the 

similarity between the tree color and the word dan (red, vermilion), defined Samok as 

a tree different from jadan belonging to the genus Juniperus. Thus, Joseon's jadan and 

Chinese jadan are different trees. Related records can be found in lmwonkyungjeji. 

In our nation, trees with plum grains, similar to cedar and fir, are called jadan, but they are 

not actually jadan. Medicinal herb books read, "the stems and leaves of sandalwood are 

similar to those of lychee (1%N), and the bark is green and shiny, so this is not the same as 

what we call jadan in Joseon." 9 

Comparing the descriptions of sandalwood in medicinal herb books with what was 

called jadan in Joseon, Yugu Seo stated that they were different. Lychee, cedar, and fir, 

which are mentioned as being similar to jadan, are all evergreen trees, but lychee is a 

broad-leaved tree, while cedar and fir are coniferous trees with narrow leaves. 

Therefore, these trees grow in different climates. Jadan's place of origin mentioned 

in Danyeonrok is Gyoji, which is present-day Vietnam. Trees that grow in tropical 

regions are unlikely to survive on the Korean Peninsula with its four distinct seasons 

and many cold, dry days. The tree called jadan in China is a tropical tree, while 

Joseon's jadan is native to Korea. 

7 '$c1JH!, l'll-ilHtiE:~, lRli~r. 5~l-)(~i,'.. !~l-X~:t.l. pfi~~tl. ~J_)(~~~-@i-tl*-ili. ~*I*. tB::Q:lI!l:. 'Ii~. ffiiHslfff. J,)(7J<5i 

;~;z. t's~~t~. :SZ.ijljj*-@i-t's. 1'[tlrffliH*51. A~~~~~-@;-;z, t&B~tl.1ttB~tlt's. mt~~~-ili. 

8 '$c1I~, l'll-Ji±W:iE:~, ~~tl{J;H~:~*- {tt~fl-*· 1'~'~t~t's~. fm~ Bf!-*. 1J\~:t.lWf!-[P]'l§'. fm~lc~*;z~:t.1-ili. 

9 ~1'[~, ;1-*~*!l!~$:, "tEl~$:," ~, *At~~,m$-'11, *I~t's~:\!i'~~tlJtl'.~lc-ili, ,$:]ll:ii:"tl~ffl, ~, -g§'f~~~, $'1'll

t'sfm5ffl5i," W-g*pfi~~tl1'lll. [Pungseok Cultural Foundation, lmwon Gyeongjeji, "Yi Woon Ji"l, 2019, p.359.] 



The jadan in Danyeonrok, as examined by Deokmoo Lee, is different from Joseon's jadan, 

which is juniper. "The dialectical theory of jadan incense" in Ojuyeonmunjangjeonsango, 

an encyclopedia compiled by Kyukyung Lee, specifically defined how jadan was used in 

Joseon. 

In our nation, only wooden incense, as commoners call it, is used in official and 

private ancestral rites. It is sometimes called jadan incense, but there is no telling 

when people started to use that name. I delved into wooden incense and discovered 

that people commonly called them baekguk (!a#i!J) or juniper. Baekguk has a scent, but 

it is not sandalwood. People had to invent a name, and they happened to call it jadan 

incense. This is because wooden incense was incorrectly annotated as 'Jadan" in the 

<wood section> of the "Decoction" chapter of Donguibogam compiled by Yangpyeong

gun Jun Heo (gtf;'if). The annotation under the juniper section of Bonchogangmok (:zfs:1/!WJ§) 

by Sijin Lee is self-evident. There is another example where baekguk is mistaken for Dan (16). 

Hwahansamjaedohoe (tD;Jl.-:tl~Jff!I) reads, baek (ta, P/atyc/adus orientalis L.) is both guk 

(#i!J, Platyc/adus orienta/is L.} and cheukback (f,flij!a, Cupressaceae}, and commoners call it 

baekdan (B!L white sandalwood). However, this is also an incorrect statement. 10 

According to Kyukyung Lee, it is not known when juniper began to be called jadan, but the 

naming confusion is attributable to an incorrect annotation in Jun Heo's Donguibogam. 

Meaning-related confusion is also found in Japan's Hwahansamjaedohoe (l□~ -:t~Wl), 

which defined a type of Cupressaceae as white sandalwood. 

Moreover, Joseon's jadan appears in Japanese records. Japan had a keen interest in 

systematizing the names of animals and plants used as medicinal materials as well as 

controlling their quality. Through its Waegwan(1'lffl, Joseon office), Japan researched 

Joseon's medicinal materials, recorded Joseon's animals and plants, and drew up 

Yakjejiljeonggisa (~if.i~.'.A'.E'.5c$). The inspector examined jadan items sent from Joseon 

and their names, recording them as follows. 

10 :$'½:a, 1iHHf5J:X:c&~liJl:f/.li, "~tl::ffi:~J'lfill'IDl" ~*~f.&g~. {El.ffliel'fi'ffi*:ffi:. ~m~tl::ffi:. *9<DBJ:iEl{iiJBil'. ~¾'.*:ffi:lllJ~P 

tatilil. iBPfT~ll~*-tatilil§l~~- ~Fti~. fm~sl~~tJ:~~- ~Zfi~m:5~ «IU.1» $. ~;&*§~. •~;:±~tl:;z¥lU:I?,. ~:$'Bil'~ 

«*~~§» tl::ffi:"""F5:±. lllJ EJ"i:iJBfl~. J..jJatilil~tlztJJ!c. x1.~-fill'. «t□ 5i.::::tlil~» ta. tilil, 1~uta.1a:uat:1. #-~i:!:l. 
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